
A message from Superintendent Matt Robbins

This “special edition” newsletter will be distributed

to DCPS staff members on the last Wednesday of

each month as we all come together wearing our

“Kids First!” shirts and demonstrating our “Kids

First!” commitment!

I hope you enjoy reading these inspirational and 

encouraging stories about the many ways our friends

and colleagues put Kids First in everything we do.

Many of these articles have also been shared in the

Grapevine newsletter throughout the past month.

Please continue to submit Kids First nominations to

kidsfirst@dcps.org 

Thank you! Let’s keep the positive momentum

going in Daviess County Public Schools – 

and beyond!

Daviess County Public Schools —

Putting ‘Kids First’

in everything we do!

September 2017

Recognize a Kids First colleague!
Send information and photograph of a DCPS

staff member who puts Kids First 

in everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org



Putting Kids First ...
even when they’re not your kids!
Former Audubon Elementary School principal Robin 

Winnecke Poynter shared a story about how College

View Middle School principal Jennifer Crume recently

demonstrated an outstanding example of “Kids First”:

“My daughter, a sophomore at Daviess County High

School, missed her Life Science bus and unfortunately

had to walk to Owensboro Community and Technical

College from the high school. On her way there, 

Jennifer Crume, in her vehicle, saw Brooklyn was

struggling to cross Highway 231 where she had

dropped a few books, so she offered to pick Brooklyn

up and take her on to her OCTC Life Science class. 

Not only did Jennifer give her a ride, she afterwards

made the extra effort to return to the spot she saw

Brooklyn had left a notebook and later put it into the

mail to DCHS to get to Brooklyn the next day. How

thoughtful! A principal still looking after her kids even

though she sent her on to high school from her middle

school two years before! Brooklyn said, ‘You know,

Mom, I couldn’t have had a better middle school 

Principal than Mrs. Crume.  I just love her!’

“Score two for Mrs. Crume today:  Retained the heart

of her middle school student from her good deed and

saved an Algebra II notebook! We need to clone Mrs.

Crume!”

Kelsey Davidson, orchestra director at Burns Middle

School and Apollo High School, attended workshops this

past summer to learn how to maintain and repair musical

instruments. She and her husband spent a lot of time at

school throughout the summer break, cleaning instruments

and practicing her new skills so instruments would be ready

for students to use and enjoy when school began. 

Kelsey also develops and strengthens positive 

relationships with vendors to ensure she receives the best

deals and is always looking for opportunities to save money

so she can pass those benefits along to parents and families.

Her goal is to make sure every student has affordable 

access to the opportunity to learn how to play music — 

a skill that provides a lifetime of enjoyment and 

appreciation for the arts. 

Kelsey Davidson exemplifies a “Kids First” spirit in

everything she does to share her love for music with her

students! 

Putting Kids First ...
in the classroom – and beyond! –

with a gift of music that will bring

joy for a lifetime

Kids First ...

in health and wellness
I received a wonderful phone call from a parent

whose daughter attends Apollo High School. She

wanted to let me know what wonderful care her

daughter has always received from Laura Rhodes,

RN (AHS/BMS) and health room assistants Mary

Keller (AHS) and April Hutchins (BMS) through the

years. Due to Laura’s assessment, her daughter 

received the medical care she needed, and the mom

couldn’t be more pleased! She said she has always

felt so comfortable knowing her children are always

taken care of with our school health staff. What a

wonderful team we have! It’s amazing what an 

impact we can make in the lives of our students and

their families.

Thank you for all the excellent love and care you

provide for our students each and every day!

Wendi Kozel, RN — DCPS health coordinator



Kids First – When It Matters Most
Whitesville Elementary School 

experienced a stressful day last week

when the Daviess County Sheriff’s

Office advised the school to go into

lockdown status as a precautionary

measure while they responded to 

reports of a situation in their vicinity.

Under the leadership of principal 

Tricia Murphy and her entire staff, the

building was immediately secured and

students were moved to safe areas.

Parents and families were notified

through the OneCall Now system

while the entire WES made sure 

students were safe and cared for. 

After the “all clear” was given, DCPS

Superintendent Matt Robbins shared a

message of appreciation to everyone

whose response ensured the safety and

security of our students and staff. 

Special thanks were extended to 

Damon Fleming, Scott Taylor, Jimmy

Lyddane and Wayne Wright for their

assistance. Preschool bus driver Mike

Reed took afternoon preschoolers to

Country Heights Elementary School,

where principal Stacy Harper and her

team offered a warm welcome and

served lunch, ensuring that the 

children were comfortable and happy.

Bus monitor Jacqueline Ward assisted

in quickly contacting families to make

sure they knew their children were

safe. Several parents remarked later

that their children were never 

frightened and were made to feel like

“special guests” at their sister school. 

When everything was over, Tricia

Murphy shared the photo at right with

the following message: “This is what

‘Kids First’ looks like! Brad Hill from

Maintenance was here today and

jumped in to wash dishes as our

lunchroom staff was quickly getting

all kids through the line and back to

their classrooms. I am so blessed to be

part of such an awesome team!”

DCPS director of maintenance David

Shutt was quick to agree, adding, “I

am so appreciative of the outstanding

servant attitude Brad showed. We are

fortunate to have him on our staff.”

In reflecting on the events of the day,

Matt Robbins said, “Not that we

needed to prove ourselves, but this is

just another example of what makes

Daviess County Public Schools a

special place. We truly are ‘all in this

together!’” 



DCPS – Putting Kids First in All We Do!

Emily Harpenau, a special services teacher at Apollo High

School, has been recognized for her “Kids First” initiative

in creating a positive learning environment for her students.

AHS Principal Rick Lasley said, “Ms. Harpenau brings 

energy and creativity to every classroom she is working in.

Her smile and personality are contagious; the students as

well as other staff members feed off Emily’s magnetism.

She is very dedicated to student success and a pleasure to

have on the Apollo team. 

Tamarack Elementary School preschoolers are learning

their colors with special “Color Days” celebrated each

day. Preschool bus driver and monitor Larry Carter and

Amy Bailey are pictured here as they reinforced those

lessons by wearing purple on Purple Day. Bus driver

trainer Tina Gerteisen said, “I love this! This is a great

example of how the classroom carries over to the bus.”

TES preschool teacher Stacy Wilson said, “We are very

thankful for our transportation staff who help support

the learning in our preschool classrooms.” 

Early childhood instructional coach Donna Howard

agreed, saying, “This truly shows how every employee

in our district counts and has an impact on our students.” 



“This is a true example of putting Kids First,” said Kevin

Lowe, principal at Meadow Lands Elementary School.

“Family Resource Center coordinator Stephanie Keelin

put kids first on a Tuesday morning for a child who didn’t

want to come to school. There were a million other things

on her plate that Stephanie could have done but it was her

relationship skills and the willingness to get on a child’s

level to talk and allow a 10-year-old child to cry it out that

made the difference. You learn a lot when you listen to

what kids to have say. In this case, we have a little girl

who is homeless and living with neighbors while her 

family goes through some difficult challenges. We could

never do without our FRC coordinators, who always put

Kids First and help to make our schools a nurturing and

safe place for our students.”

Recognize a Kids First colleague!

Send information and photograph of

a DCPS staff member who puts

Kids First in everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org

at 

MLES

at 

DCMS

Daviess County Middle School lunchroom staff and 

custodians showed their school spirit and commitment to

Kids First on a recent Red & White Day. 

BES Puts ALL Kids First
School adopted Texas classroom

Many schools in Texas have been flooded and sustained

damage from Hurricane Harvey. We know these teachers

must have poured love and effort into making their 

classrooms a safe learning space for their students, and

now many have lost all of that. While returning to school

is far from many of these teachers’ and students’ minds,

we know they will need supplies when they are able to

return to their classrooms. Some whose schools are 

extensively flooded will likely attend makeshift 

classrooms until their school can be reopened. 

Burns Elementary School reached out with donations of

the items listed below to help teachers and kids when

they return to school. This compassionate and generous

project was organized by Larkin Wetzel — teaching kids

what matters most!

Pencils Pens Markers Crayons

Notebooks Paper Highlighters Tissues

Folders Staplers Tape and Tape Dispensers

Post-It Notes Glue Dry Erase Markers

Scissors Socks Toothbrushes/Toothpaste

Diapers Wipes Cleaning Supplies

Play-Doh Toys Blankets Pillows

Gift cards: Amazon, Wal-Mart, Target



Summer Feeding Program — Kids First!
By Kelly Bland

East Daviess County Family Resource Center coordinator

We are two weeks into school now and already, summer

seems like a distant memory. For some of us, summer

doesn’t even exist. Some of us in the school system work

year round, taking care of the buildings, taking care of 

paperwork, taking care of the district. I would like to 

highlight one group in our district who take care of the

most precious part of our school system – our students! 

Beginning the Monday school was out, and continuing

until the last Friday of summer, our DCPS Food Services

team was busy cooking, assembling, delivering, and even

serving, THOUSANDS of meals to ANY child under the

age of 18. (Yes, I said THOUSANDS. ... Every. Day.) 

These ladies arrived at the Daviess County High School

cafeteria early in the morning (EARLY, people! Like, the

roosters weren’t even up yet!) to prepare, on the busiest

days, more than 2,500 meals. And these weren’t all ladies

who work at DCHS! They were YOUR favorite 

Lunchroom Ladies from YOUR schools! All for the good

of the bellies of our kids!

Thousands of breakfasts, lunches, and snacks ... hundreds

of different Summer Feeding sites ... hundreds of different

amounts per site ... all because they put Kids First! 

I am the Family Resource Coordinator for East View and

Whitesville Elementary Schools. I know that at

Whitesville’s Exploration Station, I served 249 meals over

the course of our seven weeks this summer. Here’s an

even bigger number – at East View’s Exploration Station,

I served 908 meals! On JUST Wednesdays alone!

The meals I served were handed out in one of the neediest

places in our area. Do you know what these sweet ladies

did?! These WONDERFUL women went out to this

EVES area (and other pockets in our district) the other

four days and served the same number of meals! That’s

upwards of 6,000 meals during the summer, just to this

one location!

Picture them, driving around in their van, honking their

horn and serving meals out the windows, almost like our

own version of Meals on Wheels! (Mr. Robbins, I want to

suggest that we find money in the budget to add a speaker

on the top of the Food Services vans that plays music like

the Ice Cream Man does! I bet they would serve even

MORE meals that way! Who DOESN’T come running for

that Ice Cream Truck music?!) 

THESE are our students who fend for themselves. These

are the students who are in second grade, taking care of

their younger siblings, making sure they all get fed. These

are the students whom YOU see at school, hoarding food

from the cafeteria, or feeling ill on Monday because they

haven’t eaten all weekend.

OUR Lunchroom Staff made sure those students were fed

during the summer! And do you want to know the BEST

part?? They did this EVERY DAY with smiles on their

faces, laughter in that kitchen, and wonderful team spirit!

I am being totally honest with you all! I have been 

utilizing the Summer Feeding Program as an FRC 

Coordinator for well over 12 years now. I have NEVER

gone to DCHS to pick up my food and have seen any of

them in a bad mood! (Did I mention they are up

EARLY?!) My heart always smiles when I walk in to the

cafeteria and hear their joyful voices as they are packing

up meals for our students!

I love these ladies! I truly do! I always worry about our

kids not having food when school isn’t in session. With

our Food Services team stepping up, sacrificing their 

summer days to cut up pallets and pallets of watermelon,

hundreds upon hundreds of orange slices, and fixing every

single type of sandwich imaginable to man, OUR kids ...

OURS ... do not have to worry about when they are ever

going to eat again. OUR kids do not have to go to bed,

again, with a growling stomach. OUR kids are getting to

maintain some “school” stability during the summer with

these meals. All because of our Food Services Staff. 

Could you do me a favor? Go and hug your lunchroom

staff and tell them thank you! 

And, ladies, I want to personally thank you, too! Thank

you for your tireless hours in the kitchen this summer.

Thank you, ladies, for doing it all with a HUGE smile on

your face! I have such deep appreciation for you and hold

you all in high esteem! May your year be a blessing to

you, as you have been to these students! 

See next page for another tribute to our 

DCPS Summer Feeding Program Team



Summer Feeding Program — Kids First!
By Kevin Lowe

Principal, Meadow Lands Elementary School

To our DCPS Food Services team, Family 

Resource and Youth Service Center workers,

Foundation for DCPS Exploration Station bus

team and MLES staff members:

What great fun we had this summer with the 

families out at the stops with the Exploration 

Station! We met at 10 a.m. every Thursday during

the summer to go out on the bus to meet families,

serve lunches, give away free books and allow

kids to have an amazing time on the Exploration

Station.

I want to share a story about a grandmother

whom we met who had just moved into the 

neighborhood. She was so thankful because she

didn’t have any food left in the trailer and didn’t

know how she was going to feed the five kids she

had in her care.

What you do matters. You are used at just the

right time. Thank you. 

Pictured from left are MLES Principal Kevin Lowe, assistant 

principal Marjie Pippin and FRC coordinator Stephanie Keelin as

they delivered nutritious meals to a family this summer. 

These are the angels who make the Summer Feeding Program miracle happen every day! Pictured from left to right,

standing, are Brenda Fulkerson, Donna Ebelhar, April Fulkerson, Mishiele Coomes, Donna Richard and Elissa Payne.

Kneeling from left to right are Tammy Hayden, Janice Brett, Sheridan Johnson, Stacy Clayter, Carol Greer and 

Misty Schroader. Thank you, DCPS Food Services team, for putting “Kids First” throughout the year! 



Putting ‘Kids First!’
Meadow Lands Elementary School preschool

teacher Donna Morgan is committed to ensuring

that her students feel at home in their classroom.

She worked throughout the summer to prepare her

classroom for children, including building picnic

tables for her preschool playground. She had her

room ready by July 1 and invited students to visit

during the summer for special “play dates” so they

would feel comfortable and familiar with their

school by the time classes began on Aug. 9.

Donna also visited the homes of every student to

strengthen the connection between school and

home and to build positive relationships with 

parents and families. 

Her “Kids First” commitment also included 

volunteering to paint the home of another MLES

student as part of the local Hands Up To Succeed

project. Donna did all this and more, even while

recovering from a mild stroke she experienced

while attending a professional development 

session over the summer.

Meadow Lands Elementary School’s theme for

this year is “Building Knowledge.” Thanks to

Donna’s commitment to the DCPS spirit of 

“Kids First,” she is not only building knowledge,

Donna Morgan is 

pictured at far left 

with her classroom 

assistant Carye

Coomes as they 

participate in “Meet in

the Meadows” home

visits to welcome 

students to a great

year of learning and

growing at Meadow

Lands Elementary

School. This is just

one way Donna puts

“Kids First” in 

everything she does

as a preschool

teacher, ensuring that

our littlest learners 

receive a positive 

introduction to school. 

but she is also ensuring that her students’ first steps along the path

of lifelong learning are a wonderful experience.  

Listening and Learning

— with Kids First
DCPS Superintendent Matt Robbins engages in

learning with second-grade students in Gabrielle

Yeckering’s classroom at Tamarack Elementary

School.



Kelly Skeens, principal at Daviess County Middle School,
never hesitates to go to the extra mile for her students
with her “Kids First” spirit. When a student needed 
assistance from his bus one recent morning, Kelly stepped
right up. They were seen talking and laughing all the way
to the second-floor classroom. 

Burns Elementary School custodian Sam Cole is always
ready to lend a helping hand. When a parent accidentally
locked his keys in his car with a young toddler strapped
into a car seat, Sam moved right into action to get the
door unlocked with a coat hanger, accomplishing the goal
in a matter of minutes. Assistant principal Jennifer Howe
and Wendy Cooper were also there to reassure the child
and keep her calm. This “Kids First” teamwork saved the
day for a frightened child and father! 

DCPS food services director Lisa Sims are always on the
lookout for new ways to put “Kids First” in our cafeterias.
Lisa is pictured here with a “flying disc dish” that will be
distributed as part of National School Lunch Week in 
October. Students will receive lunch served on these 
special plates, which they get to keep. The plate converts
to a flying disc, decorated with our “Kids First” logo. 
The giveaway is part of our lunchroom workers’ ongoing
commitment to encouraging all kids to enjoy delicious,
nutritious meals served at all DCPS schools. 

When East View Elementary School custodian Erik
Simon takes a moment from cleaning the lunchroom to 
sit down and help a student with classwork, that is “going
the extra mile!” Principal Sonya Simpson said, “We are 
so happy to have Mr. Simon at EVES. He has already
connected with so many students and built great 
relationships with our staff as well.” 

DCPS Puts



Putting Kids First ...

by setting an example for ALL
Sorgho Elementary School fourth-grade teacher

was on her way to work on the morning of 

Friday, Sept. 22, when she saw a man collapse

on a sidewalk. Here is her story ... 

“When I was driving by and saw this man hit

the pavement and lie completely still, I knew

immediately that he was in trouble. There 

really was no thought process of, “Oh, does he

need help?” — it was purely instinctual.

“I could say in hindsight that I hoped that if it

were my dad in the situation, that someone

would help him, but that truly was not in my

thought process. I saw another human being in trouble; 

I could help him, so I did.

“I threw my car in park, grabbed my phone to call 911 

and ran across the street to him. Having not gone through

CPR training (which I am now planning on doing ASAP),

I wasn’t sure if he needed CPR or if it would hurt him 

for an untrained person to perform it on him if he didn’t

need it.

“While dialing 911, I knew I needed to get other people to

help. I was extremely fortunate that a school nurse for

Owensboro Public Schools came by and stopped because

the man did stop breathing altogether.

“When reflecting on this experience, I have realized how

important it is for every person to have CPR training, 

even if you think you won’t use it. There is no feeling of

helplessness like the one I had for about one minute 

before anyone else drove by to help. I don’t ever want to

feel like that again. I would encourage everyone to not

only go to CPR training, but just to be alert

when you are driving, because if I had been

distracted by my phone or my music or 

anything else, I might not have noticed what

had happened.

“We all hope to do something bigger than 

ourselves with our lives, but sometimes, those

opportunities turn up when you least expect

them.

“I’m so glad that everything happened just as it

did. The timing was perfect and the people who

drove by to assist me and the gentleman were

the perfect people to help.

“If I could speak with Mr. Jackson, I would tell him how

thankful I am that he is alive and that I was in the right

place at the right time. I’m just an ordinary person who 

reacted to a tragic situation. I believe that Daviess County

is a community full of people who would have done the

exact same thing.”

Editor’s note: SES Principal Laura Cecil reports that the

emergency medical responders said that thanks to the

quick response of Erin Lewis and others who stopped to

assist and administer CPR so quickly, the AED was able

to make the difference when they arrived. “What a great

example of ‘People First,’” Laura said. “I am so proud of

our staff leading the way to help others in all situations!”

Erin has set a wonderful example for children and every

member of the DCPS team in her willingness to get 

involved and help another person in need. CPR training is

one important way we can be always be ready to put 

others first! 

Erin Lewis

What Can I Do To Put

Kids First Today?




